German versus Hun

judges inseparable from the essential character of German
nationality; that one may perhaps have to lose one's Ger-
manity in order to find it; that perhaps no higher Germanity
is possible without the addition of an alien element ; that it
was precisely the exemplary Germans who were Europeans,
and who would have felt that to be nothing but German
would have been a barbarous restriction.

THOMAS  MANN,   1918

Many millions of Germans who left the country were lost
to us both in appearance and in spirit, fertilizing our more
recent and most dangerous adversaries. Without German
labours, in the past and in the present, the Entente would
have fallen far short of what it did accomplish against us ;
one of the bitter realizations of our position.

ALFRED  VON TIRPITZ,   1919

Even if absorption into the American world, in the circum-
stances which our emigrants encountered there, was in-
herently unavoidable, yet the manner in which they surren-
dered their own nationality, and the promptitude with which
they did so, was due to the feebleness of our national feel-
ing. . . . With such experiences and such impression of the
part played by the Germans in fertilizing alien civilizations,
the rejoicings and unveilings of monuments so common
among us have always left me unmoved.

ALFRED VON TIRPIT2,   1919

If one looked back upon this cloud-covered fatherland from
the far, sunny South, it seemed as though the heavens had
become so murky and opaque from all the uprising phrases
and vaporous half-thoughts. Ugh, who would wish to
return ! Who would not rather wish to forget all that, and, if
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